
E V E R H A R T  M U S E U M
T R A D I T I O N S  F R O M  H O M E

SHAPES, SYMMETRY
AND SYMBOLS: 
PA DUTCH HEX SIGN



W H A T  I S  A  H E X  S I G N ?

THE ORIGIN OF HEX SIGNS BEGAN IN THE EARLY 1800'S
WHEN PENNSYLVANIA DUTCH FARMER'S BEGAN PAINTING
DECORATIVE WORKS DIRECTLY ONTO BARNS. HEX SIGNS
ARE STILL PAINTED TODAY AND HAVE BECOME TOURIST
ATTRACTIONS IN SOME PARTS OF PENNSYLVANIA.
 
HEX SIGNS ARE COMMONLY PAINTED ON A CIRCULAR
PIECE OF WOOD AND FILLED WITH GEOMETRIC PATTERNS
OF DIFFERENT MEANINGFUL SYMBOLS.
 
I HAVE SIMPLIFIED THIS LESSON FOR FAMILIES OR
ELEMENTARY-AGED CHILDREN USING SUPPLIES YOU
MIGHT HAVE AT HOME. 
 
THIS STEP-BY-STEP INTEGRATES MATH, HISTORY AND
ART. I HAVE CHOSEN TO USE THE BIRD OF PARADISE AND
THE TULIP. BOTH SYMBOLS CAN BE FOUND IN THE
EVERHART MUSEUM COLLECTION. 
 
 



Y O U  W I L L  N E E D :

 HEAVY-WEIGHTED PAPER, CARDSTOCK, CARDBOARD OR WOOD
(THESE MATERIALS CAN BE USED TO CREATE YOUR CIRCLE. IF CUT
FROM WOOD, YOU WILL ALSO NEED WHITE PAINT & FINISHING GLAZE.)
 A PLATE OR TRACEABLE CIRCLE
A RULER, PENCIL AND SCISSORS
MARKERS
EXTRA CARDBOARD FOR PRE-DRAWN, PRE-CUT STENCILS (YOU WILL
CUT SHAPES OUT IN ADVANCE. DRAW YOUR OWN SYMBOLS OR SEARCH
FOR SILHOUETTES YOU CAN TRACE ONTO CARDBOARD.)
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T R A C E  C I R C L E  O N T O  P A P E R ,
C A R D B O A R D ,  O R  W O O D
S U R F A C E .
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M E A S U R E  1 / 2
T H E  D I A M E T E R
V E R T I C A L L Y
A N D
H O R I Z O N T A L L Y
T O  F I N D  T H E
C E N T E R .  D R A W
A N  " X "
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D R A W  A  V E R T I C A L  L I N E ,
S P L I T T I N G  T H E  C I R C L E  I N  H A L F .
D R A W  A  H O R I Z O N T A L  L I N E ,
S P L I T T I N G  T H E  C I R C L E  I N T O
Q U A R T E R S .  D R A W  T W O
D I A G O N A L  L I N E S ,  S P L I T T I N G
T H E  C I R C L E  I N T O  E I G H T H S .  
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I F  Y O U  H A V E N ' T  A L R E A D Y ,  P R E -
D R A W  A N D  P R E - C U T  S T E N C I L S .
C O M M O N L Y  U S E D  S Y M B O L S  C A N
B E  F O U N D  O N L I N E .  F O R
S Y M M E T R I C A L  S Y M B O L S ,  C R E A T E
H A L F  A  S I L H O U E T T E  T O
D E M O N S T R A T E  S Y M M E T R Y  O F
S H A P E S  A N D  S Y M M E T R Y  I N  A R T .
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L A Y O U T  Y O U R
D E S I G N  B E F O R E
Y O U  B E G I N  T O
T R A C E .  
 
C R E A T E  B A L A N C E
B Y  K E E P I N G  A
S Y M M E T R I C A L
P A T T E R N  U S I N G
G U I D E L I N E S .
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T R A C E  T H E  P A T T E R N  O F  S Y M B O L S .  
 
B I R D  O F  P A R A D I S E -  B E A U T Y
T U L I P -  F A I T H  A N D  H O P E
H E A R T - L O V E
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C O M P L E T E  T H E  P A T T E R N  A N D
B E G I N  T O  E R A S E  T H E
R E M A I N I N G  G U I D E L I N E S .
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A D D  C O L O R .  
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C U T  A N D  C O M P L E T E !
 
 



C R E A T E  A N D  S H A R E !

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM
YOU! SHARE YOUR  FINISHED
PRODUCT WITH US BY EMAILING
PROGRAMS@EVERHART-
MUSEUM.ORG 
 
OR BY USING THE HASHTAG
#EVERHARTTRADITIONSATHOME


